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MI-CW3815 Michigan Crop Weather September 21, 2015   
 

Field Crops 
 

There were 5.3 days suitable for fieldwork in Michigan 

during the week ending September 20, according to the 

Great Lakes Regional office of the National Agricultural 

Statistics Service. Warmer and drier conditions early in the 

week helped corn and soybeans move more quickly 

towards maturity. The longer stretch of dry weather was 

also beneficial for making hay and baling straw. Seed corn 

and silage corn harvest also picked up pace this week. Rain 

showers during the second half of the week continued to 

cause frustration for sugarbeet and dry bean producers. In 

addition to slowing down harvest progress, wet weather has 

hurt yields and quality in dry beans and brought late season 

disease pressures for sugarbeets that could hurt storability 

and sugar content. Wheat planting was also behind 

schedule, but more wheat and cover crops were expected to 

be planted as harvest of other field crops progressed.  

 

Fruit 
 

In apples, McIntosh harvest is nearly complete at most farms 

in the south and west central regions. Gala harvest was in full 

swing in the west central region, while most larger Gala 

blocks have been picked in the south. Honeycrisp blocks 

have been spot picked at least once; in the west central region, 

there were reports of low ethylene production. Early Fuji 

were harvested in the south last week, and some Jonathan and 

Jonagold sites were ready for controlled atmosphere storage 

harvest. In the northwest, many apple growers have been 

holding off on harvest waiting for more apples to mature. 

Across, the State, maturity testing continued on Empire, 

Cortland, Golden Delicious and Red Delicious. In grapes, 

early wine grape harvest has begun, and Niagara harvest was 

expected to begin this week. 

 

Vegetables 
 

Potato harvest continued to progress across most of the 

State. Processing carrots in the west were looking good as 

the end of the growing season nears. Many vegetable 

growers continued post-harvest activities and planning for 

next year.   

 

 

 
  

 
 

Crop Condition: Week Ending 09/20/15 

Crop 
Very 

poor 
Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn ..........................  

Soybeans ..................  

Dry Edible Beans......  

Sugarbeets ................  

Range and Pasture ....  

3 

3 

4 

1 
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6 
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10 
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8 
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45 

49 
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15 
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12 

 

Crop Progress: Week Ending 09/20/15 

Crop/Activity 

Percent Completed 

This 

week 

Last 

week 

Last 

year 

5 Year 

average 

Days Suitable for Fieldwork ..  

 

Corn Dented ..........................  

Corn Mature ..........................  

Corn Harvested for Silage .....  

Soybeans Dropping Leaves ...  

Soybeans Harvested ..............  

Barley Harvested ...................  

Dry Beans Setting Pods .........  

Dry Beans Dropping Leaves..  

Dry Beans Harvested .............  

Alfalfa Hay 3rd Cutting .........  

Alfalfa Hay 4th Cutting .........  

Other Hay 3rd Cutting ...........  

Sugarbeets Harvested ............  

5.3 
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1 

99 
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4.8 

 

70 
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0 
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93 

54 

5 

71 
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12 

- 

 

69 

23 

23 
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0 

94 
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86 

16 

80 

21 

55 

9 

- 

 

84 

40 

33 

47 

2 

99 

100 

86 

27 

NA 

NA 

NA 

8 

 

Soil Moisture: Week Ending 09/20/15 

Item 
Very 

short 
Short Adequate Surplus 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Topsoil moisture ..............  

Subsoil moisture ..............  
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Weather Summary for Michigan prepared by AWIS.com from NWS preliminary data 

For the Period September 14, 2015 to September 20, 2015  

 

     LAST WEEK WEATHER SUMMARY DATA| April 1, 2015 - September 20, 2015 

                                              AVG| 

                  TEMPERATURE   PRECIPITATION 4IN|  PRECIPITATION  GDD BASE 50F 

                  -----------   -------------SOIL|  -------------  ------------ 

STATION          HI  LO AVG DFN  TOTAL  DAYS TEMP| TOTAL    DFN DYS TOTAL   DFN 

-------          --  --  --  --  -----   ---  ---| -----   ---- --- -----  ---- 

10_Western_UP 

Clarksburg       85  34  62  +6   0.19    1      | 14.16  -1.56  61  1419  -218 

Hancock_Houghto  84  50  65 +12   0.11    1      | 12.12  -2.82  66  1679  +173 

Ironwood_Ag      83  43  63 +10   0.80    3      | 21.60  +2.05  78  1715  +185 

Marquette_Ag     84  46  66 +10   0.25    1      | 16.37  +0.65  71  1681   +44 

Menominee_AP     82  46  67  +8   0.06    2      | 12.75  -5.89  58  2035   -90 

Norway           82  44  64  +9   0.08    2      | 22.60  +3.91  66  1958  +131 

Paulding         85  32  62  +9   0.19    2      | 14.38  -3.72  85  1592  +119 

Stambaugh        83  34  62 +11   0.54    3      | 20.08  +0.66  74  1518  +212 

10_Eastern_UP 

Chatham_Exp_Far  81  47  64  +9   0.52    2      | 16.34  -0.07  79  1673  +111 

Garden_Corners   76  33  63  +5   0.56    3      | 21.90  +5.66  68  1633  -104 

Manistique_WWTP  70  38  62  +7   0.40    2      | 13.54  -2.74  57  1425   +54 

Moran            81  39  63  +6   1.11    3      | 14.08  -0.22  60  1634  -102 

Newberry_Luce_A  78  44  64  +9   1.03    3      | 11.77  -4.80  74  1680   +64 

Rudyard_4N       81  33  60  +7   0.86    3      | 13.54  -3.14  61  1442   +57 

Sault_Ste_Marie  83  45  65 +11   0.92    3      | 13.36  -3.83  55  1817  +451 

20_Northwest_LP 

Antrim_Co_Arpt   85  39  65  +8   0.44    3      |  8.57  -7.56  75  2095  +383 

Beulah_7SSW      84  44  66  +7   0.87    3      | 19.84  +2.12  67  2179  +198 

Cadillac_WWTP    81  37  63  +8   0.84    3      | 19.84  +1.67  72  2065  +375 

East_Jordan_2NW  83  41  64  +6   0.88    2      | 16.39  -0.71  63  1975  +106 

Kalkaska_Ag      84  34  64  +8   0.75    3      | 16.53  -0.87  67  1947  +311 

Lake_City_Exp_F  83  39  63  +8   0.92    3      | 20.85  +3.25  69  1954  +263 

NW_Michigan_Res  85  46  67 +10   0.83    3    69| 13.80  -2.33  59  2247  +535 

Pellston_Regnl   85  36  65  +8   0.70    3      | 15.40  +0.39  62  1914  +315 

Traverse_City_M  84  42  65  +6   0.71    3      | 16.31  -0.97  64  2110   +80 

30_Northeast_LP 

Alpena_Co_Regio  87  40  65 +10   0.36    2      | 12.97  -3.09  59  2103  +486 

Atlanta_5WNW     84  33  63  +6   0.90    3      | 19.79  +4.94  55  1800    -6 

Hale_5SSW        82  37  60  +3   0.48    2      | 20.15  +3.19  62  1832   +42 

Mio_WWTP         85  35  62  +6   0.24    2      | 19.56  +4.03  63  2024  +205 

Rogers_City_NO2  87  45  67 +10   0.65    1      | 12.95  -3.13  40  1875  +183 

Vanderbilt       83  31  60  +7   1.09    1      | 16.33  -0.58  59  1758  +277 

West_Branch      83  39  61  +4   0.84    2      | 21.58  +3.82  66  2035  +117 

40_West_Central_LP 

Fremont_4WSW     80  42  63  +5   1.11    2      | 24.47  +6.53  53  2117  +200 

Hart_3WSW        80  41  64  +5   1.05    2      | 20.35  +1.58  67  2147  +153 

Ludington_Mason  81  45  68  +9   0.64    2      | 14.79  -2.99  71  2257  +182 

Muskegon_Co_AP   82  49  67  +8   1.11    2      | 21.02  +4.03  60  2531  +391 

50_Central_LP 

Alma_Ag          83  44  65  +6   1.46    3      | 22.86  +4.74  66  2280   +60 

Big_Rapids_WTR   82  38  62  +4   0.85    3      | 23.12  +4.09  72  2073   +16 

Gladwin          86  43  64  +7   0.61    2      | 18.55  +0.92  59  2393  +419 

Mount_Pleasant   86  47  67  +8   1.25    3      | 17.99  -0.18  77  2509  +317 

Oil_City_3E      80  37  60  -3   1.44    3      | 22.87  +5.30  60  1931  -592 

Reed_City_WWTP   81  36  61  +5   0.83    4      | 22.51  +4.08  69  1946  +138 

60_East_Central_LP 

Auburn_2NE       85  43  65  +3   2.07    3      | 25.23  +7.66  67  2288  -235 

Bad_Axe_Ag       84  46  65  +7   2.09    3      | 20.85  +2.96  71  2253  +285 

Saginaw_NO3      86  45  66  +4   1.42    3      | 20.97  +3.05  64  2538   -42 

Sandusky         84  44  66  +6   0.37    3      | 16.46  +0.37  54  2564  +385 

Vassar           86  41  64  +4   0.99    3      | 20.26  +2.10  72  2239   -35 

70_Southwest_LP 

Allendale        82  44  65  +3   1.46    3      | 21.16  +0.95  72  2310   -71 

Benton_Harbor_A  84  44  66  +5   1.22    2      | 19.83  -0.36  65  2484  +172 

Bloomingdale     86  44  65  +5   1.52    2      | 23.87  +2.80  59  2550  +325 

Dowagiac         84  45  65  +5   2.01    3      | 28.18  +6.95  86  2549  +180 

East_Grand_Rapi  83  44  65  +4   1.29    3      | 23.83  +3.02  76  2414   +54 

Kalamazoo_Intl   83  45  67  +4   1.76    2      | 24.00  +2.82  66  2781  +104 

80_South_Central_LP 

Battle_Creek_5N  83  39  64  +4   1.66    3      | 27.93  +7.94  79  2487  +147 

Charlotte_WWTP   81  43  64  +4   1.42    3      | 23.09  +3.79  76  2388  +173 

Coldwater_Branc  82  44  66  +6   0.93    3      | 15.52  -5.22  81  2560  +275 

Hastings         85  40  65  +5   0.72    2      | 20.45  +0.40  67  2354  +109 

Hillsdale_Ag     82  43  63  +4   1.02    3      | 23.94  +2.64  83  2424  +215 

Lansing          83  45  66  +7   0.74    3      | 24.73  +6.74  67  2610  +397 

Owosso_WWTP      84  41  65  +6   0.35    3      | 19.96  +2.53  77  2424  +284 

Three_Rivers_Ag  87  42  64  +3   2.17    2      | 24.65  +3.58  72  2465  +144 

90_Southeast_LP 

Burton           84  42  63  +4   0.42    3      | 19.50  +1.35  75  2305   +88 

Farmington       85  43  64  +0   0.61    2      | 19.13  +1.02  66  2388  -301 

Grosse_Pte_Farm  81  48  66  +2   0.45    2      | 20.70  +1.72  66  2555  -104 

Lapeer_WWTP      84  43  64  +5   0.33    3      | 18.71  +0.77  64  2422  +308 

Newport_4SSE     86  44  67  +3   0.90    2      | 23.52  +4.24  73  2707   -95 

Richmond_4NNW    83  44  65  +4   0.33    2      | 23.99  +6.15  68  2558  +184 

Saline_WWTP      83  35  64  +1   0.91    3      | 24.71  +5.77  75  2460   -93 

Tipton           85  41  64  +4   0.97    2      | 22.55  +2.79  64  2500  +111 

Whitmore_Lake    83  43  63  +2   0.46    2      | 20.27  +3.84  67  2304   +15 

Yale             82  40  62  +2   0.34    2      | 20.51  +4.42  66  2114   -65 

  

Summary based on NWS data. DFN = Departure from Normal. Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in 

inches. Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit. Normals period 1971-2000 Used in DFN calculations. 

For more weather information visit www.awis.com or call 1-888-798-9955. 

Copyright 2015:  Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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